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Education

Ph.D., Economics University of Georgia, Athens, GA Expected May 2027
M.A., Economics University of Georgia, Athens, GA May 2024
B.A., Economics Elon University, Elon, NC | Summa Cum Laude May 2022

Research Fields

Health Economics · Economics of Crime · Labor Economics · Public Economics

Job Market Paper

The Impact of Government Funding on Domestic Violence Shelters and Domestic Violence Incidents

Publications

[1] Islam, T., Kearns, M., and Mitra, S. (2024). Patriarchy and Child Well-Being: Evidence from India. Journal of Economics,
Race, and Policy, 7, 294–308.

[2] Kearns, M. and DiRienzo, C. (2023). Sexual Violence First Experienced as Childhood or Adolescent: The Effects on U.S.
Female Education and Occupation. Forum for Social Economics, 1–16. DOI: 10.1080/07360932.2023.2275119

[3] Lake, D., Flannery, K., and Kearns, M. (2021). A Cross-Disciplines and Cross-Sector Mixed-Methods Examination of
Design Thinking Practices and Outcome. Innovative Higher Education, 46(3), 337–356. DOI: 10.1007/s10755-020-09539-1

Conference Presentations

[1] Southern Economic Association Conference, November 2026
[2] American Society of Health Economics, June 2026
[3] Arnold Ventures BRIDGE Day, February 2026
[4] Southern Economic Association Conference, November 2025
[5] Arnold Ventures Criminal Justice & Public Safety PhD Research Workshop, October 2025

Teaching Experience

Instructor of Record, University of Georgia
• ECON 2106: Principles of Microeconomics (Fall 2025) | Teaching Effectiveness: 4.68/5.00 (response rate: 38/39)

Guest Lecturer
• PS 203: Introduction to Nonprofits, NC State
The Impact of Government Funding onDomestic Violence Shelters andDomestic Violence Incidents (Forthcoming, Fall 2026)

• ECON 2106: Principles of Microeconomics, UGA [2 sections, ∼600 students]
Market Structure andMarket Power (Spring 2026)

• PA 312: Introduction to Public Administration, NC State
Economic Research and the Role of Public Policy (Spring 2025)

Teaching Assistant, University of Georgia
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• ECON 7710: Causal Inference for Business Analytics (Fall 2026)
• ECON 2106: Principles of Microeconomics (Summer 2023, Summer 2024, Spring 2026)
• BUSN 5000: Introduction to Data Science (Spring 2023, Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Spring 2025)
• ECON 4700: Economic History of the U.S. (Fall 2024)
• ECON 4250: Economics of Education (Fall 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2023, Fall 2024)

Honors and Awards

• Swift Undergraduate Teaching Fellowship Award, University of Georgia (2026)
• Edward T. Comer Scholarship, University of Georgia (2022–Present)
• Graduate Assistantship, University of Georgia (2022–Present)
• Phi Beta Kappa, Elon University (2022)
• Student Achievement in Economics Award, Elon University (2022)

Professional Service

Referee Health Economics

Consulting

Independent Consultant Six Rivers Dispute Resolution Center, Oregon March 2026–Present
• Program evaluation for grant applications

Dissertation Committee

Meghan Skira (Chair) Eli Liebman Josh Kinsler
Sara and Dan Boyd Professor Associate Professor Department Head

Nicholas A. Beadles Chair
Department of Economics Department of Economics Department of Economics
Terry College of Business Terry College of Business Terry College of Business
University of Georgia University of Georgia University of Georgia
skira@uga.edu eli.liebman@uga.edu jkinsler@uga.edu
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