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TESTIMONIALS
“UGA’s Music Business program gave me a family, a support system, and more 

opportunities than I could have ever imagined. The professors and staff challenge 
the students daily to be some of the most knowledgeable and well-rounded people 
in the music industry. Through connections in this program, I worked at the 
world’s leading record label in college and secured my full-time dream job at a 
top talent agency. If you feel like you just haven’t found your spot on campus— 
Congratulations, I think you just found it!”

— Taylor Tucker, WME, MBUS Class of 2020

“The MBUS program offers what most students spend their college careers 
searching for — a sense of shared passion, community, and a creative learning 
environment with real-world applications. Without a doubt, I would not be in 
the position I am in today if it weren’t for the training and opportunity that 
David Barbe and the MBUS program provided. I am beyond grateful to have found 
a program that not only helps turn passion into reality but also one that fully 
prepares its students to make a meaningful impact within the industry.” 

— Robert Knotts, VP of Distribution, Thirty Tigers, MBUS Class of 2013

“Deciding to earn my Certificate in Music Business was undoubtedly the best move 
of my college career. I found the lectures compelling, guest speakers insightful, 
and internships exciting. The program equipped me with the knowledge, tools, and 
hands-on experience to successfully begin my career. The Music Business Program 
and David Barbe’s guidance were essential in turning my dream of working in music 
licensing into a reality. I cannot recommend them enough!”

— Ana Lenuzza Ross, Creative Sync, Licensing & Soundtracks, 
Atlantic Records Group, MBUS Class of 2011

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
The mission of the University of Georgia 
Music Business Program is to develop 
leaders for the music industry through 
interdisciplinary study. We integrate 
specialized content focusing on the music 
business along with content from a variety 
of disciplines. Our program delivers a series 
of courses a student cannot get from either 
a music or business curriculum alone. We 
embrace the diversity of our students’ 
wide-ranging career interests, goals, and 

dreams.  In keeping with this, we stay away from a “one size fits all” approach. 
The courses students take when pursuing a Music Business Certificate vary 
according to their major, educational and career interests. We greatly encourage 
the broadening of one’s intellectual horizons as a valuable and truly enriching 
part of the college experience.

Private support is an important part of the funding for Music Business, and 
we would not be able to provide our quality program without it. We are very 
appreciative of the growing support our program continues to receive and are 
excited to be a part of a thriving industry.

— David Barbe



QUESTIONS?

THE MUSIC BUSINESS 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
The Music Business Program is open to 

all University of Georgia students. The 21 

hour program culminates in a certificate 

officially recognized on the student’s 

University of Georgia transcript. Based 

on the student’s major (music, business, 

all other majors), there are two potential 

tracks to complete the program. Both 

include mandatory capstone courses 

that all students take, with the addition 

of various MBUS and related electives. 

The capstone classes provide hands-

on experience in the local music scene. 

All students are placed in internships 

for each of the two capstone classes as 

part of their course grade. They also 

participate in class projects, ranging 

from tour routing assignments to 

planning concerts in Athens music 

venues.

Music Business courses focus on topics 

such as the record and concert 

business, production, publishing 

and licensing, public relations and 

promotion, economics and finance of 

the music industry, and much more. 

Guest lecturers from a wide range of 

industry sectors come from all over the 

country to visit our classes and offer 

their opinions and advice on the most 

pressing topics in the industry. Summer 

internships are also available for 

course credit.

  What are the Music Business Program admission requirements?
 l Students need 60 hours of college credit for the semester they are applying for. 
If the student is in the process of completing 60 hours, they may still apply. 

 l You must have a minimum overall GPA of 2.8. 

 l You must submit an online application. 

 l The application periods are October 1 - 31, and February 1 - March 31. 

  Can I major in Music Business? 
No. The Music Business Program is a certificate program, not a major. The 
certificate is taken in addition to your major area of study.

  How is the MBUS Certificate different from a minor? 
As a certificate program, Music Business is able to offer a wider range of courses 
in a variety of disciplines. Like a minor, upon completion of the requirements, 
the MBUS certificate is noted on your official transcript.

  Do I have to be a musician to be in the program? 
No. However, we prefer that you have an interest in pursuing a career in the 
music industry.

  Is the certificate offered online? 
Not currently.

  How do I register for Music Business classes? 
Once accepted to the Music Business Program, you will be granted Permission 
of Department (POD) for MBUS 4100 and MBUS 5100. You will receive an 
email notification stating you have been cleared for those courses. In addition, 
accepted students are given priority registration for specialized music business 
electives.

  Can I take any MBUS courses without applying to the program? 
Yes. Contact MBUS Academic Advisor Lane Marie O’Kelley for more info at 
lanemarieok@uga.edu.  

  Can I participate if I’ve already graduated from college? 
Yes. However, you must apply (or in some cases re-apply) to UGA and be 
accepted as an undergraduate student before applying to our program. If you 
plan on doing this, please contact the UGA Admissions office for assistance.


