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Students find themselves learning a variety of disciplines in
Balkans

By Mary Jessica Hammes

mhammesigiuga.edu

The trip 21 student ztook to Croatia, Bosnia and Montenegro this summer wasnt just UGA's first
public health-invalved study-abroad program to the Balkan sates. It was s rare opportunity for
gudentzto immerse themselves in & wide variety of disciplines, such as public health,
architectural design, sodology and language. It wasalso a golden example of collaboration, said

Carol Cotton, professor of health promotion and an organizer ofthe trip.

Cotton knewwone of her co- organizers—Rusy Brook =, coordinator of UGA's Croatian programs
—hefare the trip . She didn't knowethe other tao—eith Langston, head of the Germanic and
Slavic languages department and James Reap, a public seryice assodate in the School of
Environmental Design—until they began planning the trip.

"“Collaborstion really does work on this
campus. The four of us really took aleap
of fath. | was thrilled by the results " she
said.

So were the students, who studied,
traveled and m et with various civic
lesders during the trip that lasted May 16—
June 7. Scholarships were provided from
a $3500,000 git given ta UG Ain support of
its work in Croatia. Lawence . and
Sarah Mae Phillips of Round Hill, “a.,

impressed with Langston's quick

UizA gudents hear a ledure at Mount =t George
near Makarska, Crostia, Twenty-one student =
spent ahout four weeks in the Balkan stateson a

Sudy-shrosd trip.
Crogtian and inspired by UG A s history of

transiation of an old family letter witten in

wotk in Croatia, gave the git. They are slso Cotton's parents.

'The program was fantadic” said Faj Shah, a graduste student in public administration who
sudied hetitage conssrvation and injury prevention. "We thaly were able to study all the
objectives laid out in the class with direct field expetience . . . Crostia is funningly be autiful, and

it &z swonderful to ke able to see the country transfonm as it develops a strong national ident ity

The ttip beganin Crostia, where students toured the University of Zagreb and heard a lecure
friom the School of Medicine's dean. In Croatia, they spernt tim e in cties like Samobor and Split,
where they explored the surrounding countryside, parks and nins.

In Bosnia, gudents savwthe effeds ofthe early 1990 war. In Montenegro, they witnessed a
society shaped by vears of war and socialist rule.

"We were there az Montenegro took ts independent wote " Cotton said. "We don't hawe proof,
bt e believe we were the wery first Americans in newdy independert Montenegro "
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